L. Scouts Tents, Pegs and Wind

TASMANIA
Guidelines for Gazebos under 20 sqm
Your safety is very important, help us avoid serious consequences,

Groups purchasing Gazebos / Large Tents over 20 sqm need to submit a written request to Tasmanian
Scouts, including the following:

Manufacture Name, size and cost,

Copy of AS/NZ 1170 1-2 certificate,

Gazebos without this certificate pose a safety risk, they have not been assessed

against AS/NZ 1170 wind standard and are to be phase out by 2025.

The Following Guide is the minimum for all groups Gazebos under 20 sqm

e Gazebo not to be erected if wind-gusts forecast over 40 km/hr in proposed camping area.

e Leader in Charge to ensure the Bureau of Meteorology long range weather forecast for activity is
used in the planning, monitor in the days before, downloaded for updated alerts.

e Recommended groups invest in a pocket Wind Speed,

e Actively monitor winds speeds across camp site using pocket Wind Speed Gauge and or
Beaufort Wind Scale. https://beaumaris-weather.com/wxbeaufort.php

e Gazebos are not to be used as sleeping tents.

e Read manufacture guideline for your gazebo, contact them to calcify unclear statements.

Gazebo Pegs,
e Recommended V- shape pegs as have a substantially higher kg anchoring in sandy/medium soils.
Heavy duty round metal pegs for medium to rocky clay soils
e Must be securely anchors each time erected regardless of wind forecast.
e Gazebos under 20 sqm, 2 pegs per pole, minimum anchor weight of 40kg per pole
e A combination of static and pegs anchors can be used to ensure correct weight per pole.
- Two full 20L water container securely fasten to the roof frame,
- Stackable marques weights, CAUSTION, know your vehicle tow capacity, trailer maximum
weight, correctly loaded, Recommend online training module.
- Being safe with trailers___ https://training.scouts.com.au/learning modules/894

Testlng peg holding capacity
Use a mallet, drive pegs into ground at a 45-degree angle, if full dept of peg is reach in less than 4
hits, ground is too soft and another site must be selected,
o Testing peg holding kg: - Attach Luggage scales to peg, pull at same angle as guy rope,
e Pull out capacity is read when movement is felt or observed, 20 kg minimum per peg.

Wind Gust approaching upper limit Take a risk averse approach.
e All anchor points to be check for movement if wind gusting 30 km /hr.

e If moving, pull down if safe, remove sides, add more weights, consider reducing height and re-
adjust guy ropes.

Guy Ropes

e Guy ropes to be in good condition at a 45-degree angle to side of gazebo.
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e When replacing guy ropes buy kg rated cord with reflective strand.
e Add areflector where guy rope attaches to tent peg.

Fire Retardants
¢ Due to the toxicity of Fire retardants applied to the fabric it is recommend disposal gloves are
worn when setting up and pulling down new tents that have fire retardant.
e Wash hands before handling food.
e Airing all new tents well before use.

Maintenance
e Gazebos are well maintained in good order
o Inspected on setting up and pulling down.
e Check guy ropes for signs of fraying, fabric for deterioration.
e Check frame for deterioration, broken or loose joints and bent poles.
e Label what needs attention.
e If minor repair needed placed in a separate pile in Q store,
e If major damage, destroy and discard.

Replacing Gazebos

Request a AS/NZ1170 certificate for Temporary Structure, this is important it means it has been tested
and meets Australian Standard, (frame, joints, can withstand stated wind speeds). Gazebo documentation
should include wind speeds tables, no sides, some sides, all sides, soil types, anchor weights. May need to
contact the manufacture for this information.

Sleeping / Hiking Tents

Research before buying, to be free from Fire-Retardant chemicals you will need to contact the
manufacture to obtain this information. Retardant Chemicals are extremely toxic especially to child,
they have been linked to endocrine, reproductive, carcinogenicity, neurological, low 1Q disorders in
children. They are inhaled, absorbed through the skin, ingested; they accumulate over our lifetime.
Research, email the manufacture, ensure hiking/sleeping tents are free from Fire Retardants.

Studies of volunteer’s gloves after setting up Gazebos that had Fire-Retardant Chemicals materials detect
toxic concentration of these chemicals due to multiple touch points, always wash your hands before

touching or consuming food.

No ignition source should be near any sleeping/ hiking tent,
All tents are highly flammable.

Fabric Definition
e Flame-resistant fabrics: are naturally resisted to catching fire, no fire-retardant chemicals are
added to these fabrics.
e Flame- retardant fabrics: treated with chemicals that delay and slow the flame up by seconds.
They do not stop a fire; All tents are extremely flammable.

University Studies into fire chemicals are finding multiple chemicals applied too camping equipment.
This includes hiking packs, research before buying, ask for a Safety Data Sheet that should list any
chemicals that have been applied.
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All incidents even near misses to be reported, Tas Scouts TOP 26.
Email TOP to HQ within the week, incident@tas.scouts.com.au

If serious incident, contact Chief Commissioner ASAP.
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