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Safety 

1. Defined terms 

Please refer to the Glossary to TOPS for definitions of key terms and concepts used 

throughout this document.  

2. Introduction 

At Scouts Tasmania, the safety of our members is our highest priority. To support this, we 

have implemented a comprehensive risk management system that ensures the safe 

execution of all our operations and activities. This system is guided by several key 

policies and frameworks, including: 

• Scouts Australia’s Policy and Rules;  

• Scouts Australia’s Child Protection Policy; 

• Child Safe Policy and Procedures; 

• Scouts Australia’s Health and Safety Policy; 

• Scouts Australia’s Health and Safety Standard; 

• Scouts Australia’s Risk Management Policy; 

• Adventurous Activities Policy; 

• Incident Reporting Policy; 

• Transport Policy. 

In addition to the above policies, Section 3 of this document references safety checklists 

and manuals developed by Scouts Tasmania for our members. Sections 4 and 5 of this 

policy further enhance member protection by outlining prohibited and restricted items and 

activities. 

3. Safety Checklists, Manuals and Guidelines 

To support our Leaders and promote safe practices across various activities, Scouts 

Tasmania has developed a range of essential safety checklists and manuals. These 

resources include: 

• LPG Checklist: Outlines safety requirements for the use and storage of LPG at 

scouting activities, including appliance certification, setup on non-combustible 

surfaces, proper ventilation, hose and regulator checks, cylinder handling, and 

fire safety, while banning certain appliances like LPG lanterns and portable 

butane cookers.  

• Trailer Inspection Form: Ensures that all trailer components, including brakes, 

wheel bearings, lights, tow coupling, suspension, tyres, and safety chains, are in 

good working order and meet the necessary standards for safe towing. 

• General load restraint on vehicles/trailers: Ensures that all items loaded onto 

vehicles and trailers are safe, secure and legal for road transport. 

• Watercraft Inspection Checklist: Evaluates key safety and functionality features 

such as hull seaworthiness, buoyancy, and safety equipment for watercraft, 

including kayaks, canoes, and motorized boats. 

https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Glossary.pdf
https://scouts.com.au/members/key-resources/
https://scouts.com.au/members/key-resources/
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Child-Safe.pdf
https://scouts.com.au/members/key-resources/
https://scouts.com.au/members/key-resources/
https://scouts.com.au/members/key-resources/
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Adventurous-Activities.pdf
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Incident-Reporting.pdf
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Transport.pdf
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/LPG.pdf
https://tas-1.myscout.com.au/DocumentDisplay/2870
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Transport.pdf
https://tas-1.myscout.com.au/DocumentDisplay/470
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• Branch Safety Boat Operators Manual: Provides detailed guidance on boat 

usage, maintenance, safety procedures, and operator responsibilities. It includes 

pre-operation and retrieval checklists, troubleshooting tips, instructions for 

maintaining the boats, motors, and trailers, and specifies operational areas and 

safety protocols to ensure safe and effective use of the boats for scouting water 

activities. 

• Tents, Pegs and Wind Guidelines: Outlines safety requirements for gazebos 

and large tents, including wind and fire safety, maintenance, and anchoring 

recommendations. 

• Drowsy Driver Guidelines: Scouts Tasmania has adopted Scouts Victoria’s 

Drowsy Driving Guidelines. These guidelines emphasise the importance of 

adequate sleep and strategic planning to mitigate fatigue-related risks during 

travel to and from Scouting activities. 

4. Prohibited and Restricted items 

To ensure the safety and well-being of all members, Scouts Tasmania has 

established a list of items that are not permitted during any scouting activities or 

alternatively are only permitted in limited circumstances. These items pose significant 

safety risks. 

4.1. Knives (including pocket and sheathed knives, multitools with knives, machete's etc.) 

Knives are not permitted to be carried or worn at any scouting activities other than 

the following:   

• When required as part of a training activity. 

• When required as a safety item for any Adventurous Activity. 

• When listed as part of the required equipment for an activity. 

4.2. Camping and Bushcraft Tools (Including Axes, Hatchets and Bowsaws etc) 

All tools must be inspected for safe working condition prior to use (e.g. no splinters 

on handles, loose axe/mallet heads etc). 

Camping and Bushcraft tools are only to be used by youth members under the 

supervision of a Leader with a Certificate of Proficiency. 

4.3.  Firearms (including crossbows) 

Firearms are a prohibited item for all Scout run activities 

Firearm use is restricted to commercially run activities at a licenced range. 

4.4. Improvised liquid fuel stoves 

The use of improvised liquid or gas fuel stoves (including Penny Stoves) is 

prohibited. They may be demonstrated in a training environment only.  

5. Prohibited Activities 

To maintain a safe environment and uphold the integrity of Scouting, Scouts 

Tasmania has outlined specific prohibited activities that are not allowed during any 

scouting activities. 

The following activities are strictly prohibited: 

https://tas-1.myscout.com.au/DocumentDisplay/2194
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Tent-Pegs-Wind.pdf
https://scoutsvictoria.com.au/media/7621/drowsy-driving-guideline.pdf
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• Hang Gliding, Ultra-Light Flying, Parachuting, Base Jumping, Wing Suiting. 

• Quad Bikes, Trail Bikes. 

• Fire Balls, Fire Eating, Fire Breathing, Fire Tracing. 

• Abseiling – Angle Diving/Forward Rundown, Lead Climbing without Top Belay.  

• Cliff Camping, Multi-pitch Lead Climbing. 

• Cave Diving, Caves Involving Foul Air. 

• Rafting Grade 4 Rapids and Above, Paddling Grade 3 Rapids and above.  

• Ocean Facing Rock Fishing, Coasteering. 

• Crossbows, Flaming Arrows, Archery Tag, Horseback Archery. 

• Trapping, Snaring, Tree Felling. 

6. Limited Access Activities 

The following activities are permitted only under specific conditions: 

• Parascending, Parasailing, Gliding, Paragliding. 

• Competitive Motor Sports, Motor bike road touring. 

• Shooting – Only at Authorised Gun Clubs and need to hold a junior gun 

Permit.  

• Bushwalking in Restricted Areas as per Bushwalking SOP in the Adventurous 

Activities Policy. 

7. Commercial Activities Only  

The following activities may only be conducted by a commercial provider: 

• Hot Air Ballooning. 

• TAG (Paint). 

• Go Karting. 

8.  Unlisted Activities  

Any activity not included in the TOPS Adventurous Activities policy or 

listed above is considered prohibited. These activities require State 

approval prior to commencement, as they may not be covered by 

insurance. Requests for approval must be submitted to the State 

Commissioner, Adventurous Activities. 

 
 

Document Owner Next Review Date  

Assistant Chief Commissioner, Training and Adult Support  1/07/2026 

 

Document Revision History 

Version  Issue Date Description of changes Approved by 
SOC 

Approved by 
SEC 

1.0 01/07/2025 New Policy 11/06/ 2025 26/06/2025 

 

https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Adventurous-Activities.pdf
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Adventurous-Activities.pdf
mailto:mike.wilson@tas.scouts.com.au

