
Page 1   Drugs, Smoking, Vaping and Alcohol Policy  Version 1  1 July 2025 

Scouts Tasmania                                                                          Tasmanian Organisation and Procedures 

 
 

 
Drugs, Smoking, Vaping and Alcohol 
Policy 

 

This document is uncontrolled when printed. Please refer to the online version to ensure you 

are viewing the most current information. 

 

Table of Contents 
1. Defined terms ................................................................................................................ 2 

2. Alcohol ........................................................................................................................... 2 

3. Illegal Drugs ................................................................................................................... 3 

4. Medication ..................................................................................................................... 3 

5. Smoking and Vaping ...................................................................................................... 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Page 2   Drugs, Smoking, Vaping and Alcohol Policy  Version 1  1 July 2025 

Scouts Tasmania                                                                          Tasmanian Organisation and Procedures 

 
 

 
Drugs, Smoking, Vaping and Alcohol Policy 
 

The personal example of all adults associated with Scouting is of paramount importance 

in the training of youth members. 

1. Defined terms 

Please refer to the Glossary to TOPS for definitions of key terms and concepts used 

throughout this document. Terms in italics are defined in the Glossary. 

2. Alcohol 

Scouts Tasmania regards the use of alcoholic drinks as a matter of individual choice and 

does not impose restrictions on its members beyond those already enforced by law. 

However, Scouts Tasmania does regulate the use of such beverages at scouting 

activities and on Scouting property, namely: 

• The consumption of alcohol by participants or any person involved in the care of 
participants during a youth activity (including, but not limited to, a program night, 
camp, sleepover or other activity offered as part of the Youth Program) is prohibited.  
Any participant or visitor under the influence of alcohol is to be excluded from the 
site. 

• It is the responsibility of all Leaders and Adult Supporters at an event to ensure the 
safety of youth members. 

• Alcoholic drinks may be served at scouting activities under the following conditions 
o Where young people under the age of 18 years are present, AND provided that 

their parents have had reasonable notice of the nature of the function AND have 
given their approval.  

o Adult participants present must ensure that no youth member or other person 
under 18 years has access to or imbibes any alcoholic beverages. 

o The approval of the next senior formation (e.g. District in the case of Scout 
Groups) has been given before alcoholic drinks are served at Scouting functions. 

o In the case of Branch events, the permission of the Chief Commissioner is 
required. 

o Before approving the serving of alcoholic drinks, the approving member must 
satisfy themselves that: 

o These rules will be adhered to.  
o That all relevant legal requirements are met. 
o That there are no leasehold provisions against liquor usage where the 

event is being held on property other than freehold Scouting property. 
o Subject to any leasehold or other restrictions, Group Support Committees may 

approve the use of their Scout halls for social functions at which alcoholic drinks 
are intended to be served. 

• Youth members must not be involved with serving alcohol. 

• For policy in relation to the service of alcohol at joint Venturer Scout and Rover 
Scout events see the Youth Membership and Sectional Information policy. 

https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Glossary.pdf
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Youth-Membership-Sectional-Information.pdf
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3. Illegal Drugs 

No drug which is illegal under any law may be brought onto or stored on any Scouting 

property, nor may such drug be taken to any scouting activity. 

In the event of a youth member being found in possession of illegal drugs at a scouting 

activity, the Leader who has supervisory responsibility for the youth member must at the 

earliest appropriate time: 

a) take custody of the illegal drugs; 
b) inform the youth member's parents and request that the youth member be 

removed from the activity; 
c) inform the Group Leader or person in charge of the event who must notify the 

Police. 
d) complete an Incident Form and forward to the  State Office and the Chief 

Commissioner as soon as possible.  
e) if youth members have witnessed any of the behaviour or consequences, arrange 

appropriate counselling; 
 

In the event of a Leader or any other adult involved in Scouting being found in 

possession of illegal drugs at a scouting activity, the Leader in charge of the activity must 

at the earliest appropriate time: 

a) take custody of the illegal drugs; 
b) inform the Group Leader of the Scout Group to which the adult is attached;  
c) ask the adult to leave the scouting activity immediately; 
d) notify police. 
e) complete an Incident Form and forward it to State Office and the Chief 

Commissioner as soon as possible. 
f) if youth members have witnessed any of the behaviour or consequences, arrange 

appropriate counselling. 

4. Medication  

Where Leaders, Adult Helpers or youth members require prescribed medication at a 

scouting activity, refer to Scouts Tasmania’s Medication Procedures. At all times 

medication must be kept in a safe place where it cannot be accessed by others. 

5. Smoking and Vaping 
Smoking and vaping by youth members must never be permitted. 

As an appropriate example and for health reasons, adult members or parents of youth 

members must not smoke or vape in the presence of youth members.  

Leaders have a clear obligation to discourage young people from taking up smoking or 

vaping and an equal obligation to protect youth members from the dangers of "passive 

smoking". 

All properties owned, leased or used for any scouting activities must be smoke-free and 

vaping-free venues. 

An adult must leave an activity in order to smoke or vape. If this occurs, the minimum 

adult to youth member ratios must be maintained while they are absent.  

https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Incident-Reporting.pdf
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Incident-Reporting.pdf
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Medication-Procedures.pdf
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Related policies and resources: 

• Scouts Australia Policy and Rules  

• Medication Procedures 

• Youth Membership and Sectional Information 
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