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Consent and Approval for Scouting 
Activities 
1 Defined terms 

Please refer to the Glossary to TOPS for definitions of key terms and concepts used 

throughout this document. Terms in italics are defined in the Glossary. 

2 Parent permissions for youth participating in activities 

2.1 Consent when a youth member joins Scouting  

2.1.1 Youth Registration Form  

• When a youth member wishes to join Scouts Tasmania, a Youth Registration form 

must be completed and signed by a parent. 

•  Alternatively, an online membership form (accessible via the relevant Scout 

Group’s QR Code) may be completed.  

• Completion of this form constitutes parental permission for the youth member to 

join Scouts Tasmania.  

• The form must be completed prior to or on the youth member’s first attendance at 

a scouting activity and must be submitted to the State Office at the earliest 

opportunity. 

2.1.2 Medical permission 

In addition to obtaining the above consent: 

• When a youth member joins Scouts Tasmania, Operoo or a Health Information 

Form must be completed by the parent for the youth member.  

• This provides consent from the parent for the youth member to receive medical 

treatment if a parent is unable to be contacted.  

2.2 Consent for youth member to participate in term program 
Leaders must obtain the consent of parents for youth members to participate in the 

term program using either a Parent Consent form or Operoo. 

2.3 Consent for individual activities 
Specific consent must be obtained from parents using a Parent Consent form or 

through Operoo for: 

• overnight activities, and 

• any activity for which consent has not been obtained as part of the term program 

[see clause 2.2]. 

2.4 Information for parents 
Information sent to parents must always include the exact time, place, and nature of an 

activity (including accommodation arrangements for overnight activities), along with 

transport details.  

When using Operoo, the same information should also be entered into Operoo for 

parent approval, where applicable. For overnight activities please refer to the 

Accommodation Policy. 

https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Glossary.pdf
https://tas-1.myscout.com.au/DocumentDisplay/1623
https://tas.myscout.com.au/admin/bookmarks#collapse_462_content
https://tas.myscout.com.au/admin/bookmarks#collapse_462_content
https://tas.myscout.com.au/admin/bookmarks#collapse_452_content
https://operoo.com/
https://tas.myscout.com.au/admin/bookmarks#collapse_452_content
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Accommodation.pdf
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2.5 Submission of forms 

• All forms, including those from Operoo, must be submitted to the State Office at the 

end of each year.  

• Attendance records should also be submitted at this time.  

• Note that attendance records must also list any adults present at the activity. 

3 Activities requiring approval from Scouts Tasmania 

Note: 

• The Leader planning an activity must hold the appropriate level of endorsement for 

that activity.  

• The Leader approving the activity must ensure that the correct approval process 

has been followed and that the activity meets the requirement of the relevant  

Adventurous Activities SOP. 

There are 2 risk classifications for activities. 

• Low Risk activities – General scouting activities specified in the Term Program and 

Adventurous Activities identified as ‘Low Risk’ in an Adventurous Activities SOP. A 

separate Activity Plan must be completed for all overnight activities. 

• High Risk activities – All Adventurous Activities that are not classified as ‘Low Risk’ 

in an Adventurous Activities SOP. 

• Activity Plans must be submitted for approval following the process in clause 3.2. 

3.1 Activities that require an Activity Plan 

An Activity Plan - Low Risk and Term Program must be completed for the following 

activities: 

• Activities in the Term Program. (these can be included in a single Activity Plan). 

• Overnight activities. 

• Low Risk activities not on the Term program. 

A separate Activity Plan - High Risk must be completed for each High Risk 

Adventurous Activity. 

3.2 Activity approval process (see also Appendix A) 
The process for the approval of activities is dependent on the nature of the activity.  

3.2.1 For overnight activities and *low-risk activities: 

• An Activity Plan must be submitted to the Group Leader for approval. 

• If the Group Leader approves the Activity Plan, the Group Leader must then 

forward the Activity Plan to the District Commissioner for noting.  

3.2.2 For *high-risk activities: 

• For adventurous activities that are of ‘Higher Risk’ and included in the 

Adventurous Activities Policy: An Activity Plan must be submitted to the Group 

Leader for approval.  

• If the Group Leader approves the Activity Plan, the Group Leader must then 

send the Activity Plan to the State Commissioner for Adventurous Activities 

for approval. 

• If the State Commissioner for Adventurous Activities approves the Activity 

Plan, the Group Leader must then forward it to the District Commissioner for 

noting. 

https://tas.scouts.com.au/member-services/activity-plans
https://tas.scouts.com.au/member-services/activity-plans
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• Activities not included in the Adventurous Activities Policy must be submitted 

to the SCAA for consideration and/or approval. 

If a District Commissioner has any concerns in relation to an Activity Plan, they must 

refer the matter back to Group Leader or the State Commissioner for Adventurous 

Activities for reconsideration. 

*For details on what Adventurous Activities are classified as low-risk or high-risk, refer 

to the Adventurous Activity Policy. 

3.3 Change to approved activity plan  

• Changes of circumstances may occur where an approved activity must be 

amended to ensure it can be safely continued. E.g. weather conditions, health, 

leader availability etc. 

• A risk assessment should include an alternative plan that covers an alternate site 

or activity. 

• If an activity cannot be safely conducted and no alternative plan is provided in the 

risk assessment, a revised activity plan must be submitted and approved, or the 

activity postponed. 

4 Related policies and documents 

*Note : hyperlinks will be included here at time of publication 

• Adventurous Activity Policy 

• Activity Plans 

• Accommodation Policy  

• Scouts Australia Child Protection Policy 

• Child Safe Policy and Procedures 

• Privacy Policy  

• Parent Consent to Term Form  

• Health Information Form 

• Operoo 

• Incident Form  

• Youth Membership and Sectional Information  
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https://tas.scouts.com.au/member-services/activity-plans
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Accommodation.pdf
https://scouts.com.au/members/key-resources/
https://scouts.com.au/members/key-resources/
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https://tas-1.myscout.com.au/DocumentDisplay/462
https://operoo.com/
https://tas-1.myscout.com.au/DocumentDisplay/456
https://tas-1.myscout.com.au/DocumentDisplay/456
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Youth-Membership-Sectional-Information.pdf
mailto:mike.wilson@tas.scouts.com.au
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Appendix A – Activity Approval Process 
 

 

  

Out of Area notification

Notification to;

Approval sent to;

Submitted for approval to;

Documents required

GL activity type descision

GL review - Ref What 'Activity' 
can I Lead in TOP's AA  

(Refer Appendix B for example)

Unit planned activity
Activity Plan Completed 

for Planned Activity

High Risk or Low Risk

Activity Plan submitted to 
GL for descision

High Risk or Low Risk

High Risk

Adventurous Activity

Activity Plan - High Risk 

SCAA or Nominee -
Activity specialist with 

specific area knowledge

Approval sent to Activity 
Leader and Group Leader

GL Notifies DC of Activity 

Right of Referal

DC Notifies 'Out of Area' 
DC

NOT APPROVED - Seek 
further advice from AA 

Team

Low Risk 

Low Risk and 
Term/Annual Program

Activity Plan-Low Risk 
Term/Annual  Program 

Group Leader 

(If not approved refer 
back to submitting Unit)

Section/Activity Leader

GL Notifies DC of activity 
if required

Right of Referal

DC Notifies 'Out of Area' 
DC
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Appendix B – What ‘Activity’ can I Lead Example. 
 

Note; Each Activity in TOP’s AA SOP’s has it’s own What ‘Activity’ can I Lead table. 

 

 
 


