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Consent and Approval for Scouting
Activities
1 Defined terms

Please refer to the Glossary to TOPS for definitions of key terms and concepts used
throughout this document. Terms in italics are defined in the Glossary.

2 Parent permissions for youth participating in activities

2.1 Consent when a youth member joins Scouting

2.1.1 Youth Registration Form

o When a youth member wishes to join Scouts Tasmania, a Youth Registration form
must be completed and signed by a parent.

e Alternatively, an online membership form (accessible via the relevant Scout
Group’s QR Code) may be completed.

¢ Completion of this form constitutes parental permission for the youth member to
join Scouts Tasmania.

o The form must be completed prior to or on the youth member’s first attendance at
a scouting activity and must be submitted to the State Office at the earliest
opportunity.

2.1.2 Medical permission
In addition to obtaining the above consent:

¢ When a youth member joins Scouts Tasmania, Operoo or a Health Information
Form must be completed by the parent for the youth member.

e This provides consent from the parent for the youth member to receive medical
treatment if a parent is unable to be contacted.

2.2 Consent for youth member to participate in term program
Leaders must obtain the consent of parents for youth members to participate in the
term program using either a Parent Consent form or Operoo.

2.3 Consent for individual activities
Specific consent must be obtained from parents using a Parent Consent form or
through Operoo for:

e overnight activities, and
e any activity for which consent has not been obtained as part of the term program
[see clause 2.2].

2.4 Information for parents
Information sent to parents must always include the exact time, place, and nature of an
activity (including accommodation arrangements for overnight activities), along with
transport details.

When using Operoo, the same information should also be entered into Operoo for
parent approval, where applicable. For overnight activities please refer to the
Accommodation Policy.
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2.5

3.1

3.2

Submission of forms

e All forms, including those from Operoo, must be submitted to the State Office at the
end of each year.

o Attendance records should also be submitted at this time.

¢ Note that attendance records must also list any adults present at the activity.

Activities requiring approval from Scouts Tasmania

Note:

e The Leader planning an activity must hold the appropriate level of endorsement for
that activity.

o The Leader approving the activity must ensure that the correct approval process
has been followed and that the activity meets the requirement of the relevant
Adventurous Activities SOP.

There are 2 risk classifications for activities.

¢ Low Risk activities — General scouting activities specified in the Term Program and
Adventurous Activities identified as ‘Low Risk’ in an Adventurous Activities SOP. A
separate Activity Plan must be completed for all overnight activities.
¢ High Risk activities — All Adventurous Activities that are not classified as ‘Low Risk’
in an Adventurous Activities SOP.
o Activity Plans must be submitted for approval following the process in clause 3.2.

Activities that require an Activity Plan
An Activity Plan - Low Risk and Term Program must be completed for the following
activities:

e Activities in the Term Program. (these can be included in a single Activity Plan).
¢ Overnight activities.
e Low Risk activities not on the Term program.

A separate Activity Plan - High Risk must be completed for each High Risk
Adventurous Activity.

Activity approval process (see also Appendix A)
The process for the approval of activities is dependent on the nature of the activity.

3.2.1 For overnight activities and *low-risk activities:

o An Activity Plan must be submitted to the Group Leader for approval.
o If the Group Leader approves the Activity Plan, the Group Leader must then
forward the Activity Plan to the District Commissioner for noting.

3.2.2 For *high-risk activities:

e For adventurous activities that are of ‘Higher Risk’ and included in the
Adventurous Activities Policy: An Activity Plan must be submitted to the Group
Leader for approval.

o If the Group Leader approves the Activity Plan, the Group Leader must then
send the Activity Plan to the State Commissioner for Adventurous Activities
for approval.

o |[f the State Commissioner for Adventurous Activities approves the Activity
Plan, the Group Leader must then forward it to the District Commissioner for
noting.
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Activities not included in the Adventurous Activities Policy must be submitted
to the SCAA for consideration and/or approval.

If a District Commissioner has any concerns in relation to an Activity Plan, they must
refer the matter back to Group Leader or the State Commissioner for Adventurous
Activities for reconsideration.

*For details on what Adventurous Activities are classified as low-risk or high-risk, refer
to the Adventurous Activity Policy.

3.3 Change to approved activity plan

¢ Changes of circumstances may occur where an approved activity must be
amended to ensure it can be safely continued. E.g. weather conditions, health,
leader availability etc.

e Arisk assessment should include an alternative plan that covers an alternate site
or activity.

¢ If an activity cannot be safely conducted and no alternative plan is provided in the
risk assessment, a revised activity plan must be submitted and approved, or the
activity postponed.

*Note :

Related policies and documents

hyperlinks will be included here at time of publication

Adventurous Activity Policy

Activity Plans

Accommodation Policy

Scouts Australia Child Protection Policy
Child Safe Policy and Procedures
Privacy Policy

Parent Consent to Term Form

Health Information Form

Operoo

Incident Form

Youth Membership and Sectional Information
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Appendix A — Activity Approval Process

Activity Plan Completed
for Planned Activity

Unit planned activity
High Risk or Low Risk

Activity Plan submitted to
GL for descision

High Risk or Low Risk

GL review - Ref What 'Activity'
can | Lead in TOP's AA

(Refer Appendix B for example)

High Risk tow Risk
Low Risk and
Term/Annual Program

GL activity type descision Adventurous Activity

Documents required

Submitted for approval to;

Approval sent to;

Notification to;

Out of Area notification

Activity Plan - High Risk

SCAA or Nominee -
Activity specialist with
specific area knowledge

Approval sent to Activity
Leader and Group Leader

GL Notifies DC of Activity
Right of Referal

DC Notifies 'Out of Area'
DC

NOT APPROVED - Seek
further advice from AA
Team

Activity Plan-Low Risk
Term/Annual Program

Group Leader

(If not approved refer
back to submitting Unit)

Section/Activity Leader

GL Notifies DC of activity
if required

Right of Referal

DC Notifies 'Out of Area'
DC
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Appendix B — What ‘Activity’ can | Lead Example.

Note; Each Activity in TOP’s AA SOP’s has it's own What ‘Activity’ can | Lead table.

What Bushwalks can | Lead? - What Skill Level/Qualification do | need as an Adult? ~ Bushwalking SOP  gevised February 2024

Participa Level of Risk class/
. nt supervi Where Document . -
Section compete  sion can 1go Approved By:  Training
nce
GL
Basic day walks Local area or refer
in your local Grade 1,
area, Non: 2. Grade Scas or On domand raining plus
Alpine, up to 3 day y Nominee
Grade 2 with All Sections Novice Direct Safe Participant ks b Activity Plan weekend course
G:::dg 3W| ale Farticipan \':[?pr?)vay\ Low Risk Provide First Aid HLT21D011
approved tracks Non- (recommended)
only Alpine Disputes
SCAA or
Nominee
GL
or refer
Limited SCAA Scouting Adventure
- hor On demand training plus
Day walkitrip to All Sections Novice Direct E’fr‘ltl:;dant Non F;?g!g\;y Activity Plan Nominee weekend course
snow Al mep - and eas Low Risk Provide First Aid HLTAIDO11
p escape 4 (recommended)
Disputes
SCAA or
/\ Nominee
For tracked - - Direct Trained Up2 Scouting Adventure
terrain All Sections | Novice Participant Non- | nights GL On demand training plus
including nature Scouts OAS Indirect Alpine Up to Activity Plan weekend course
walks, National Venturers stage 5 (Shado 30km High Risk and Provide First Aid HLTA10011
Parks marked Rovers and wing) Non- \ VET Units available
trails above 9 Alpine and SISOBWG 001
Up to Grade 3 remote SCAA or SISOBWGO005
(Ref Def) areas Nominee SISOFLD006
Disputes
SCAA or
Nominee
All Sections 6L
and
For tracked 0OAS Up 2 Advanced Bushwalking
terrain stage 5 Trained niphts :Erﬁﬁé On demand training plus
including nature and Participant Ug 1o weekend course
walks, National | Scouts above Direct Alpine ng Activity Plan Provide First Aid HLTAIDO11
Parks marked Venturers Alpine Alplll-'lne and High Risk VET Units available
trails Rovers stage? Disput SISOBWG 001
Up to Grade 4 and ;?g‘aoste wisputes SISOBWG005
(Ref Def) above SISOFLDO06
SCAA or
Nominee
All Sections Novice Direct GL
3 nights and Advanced Bushwalking
. and over Wilderness First Aid Skill
Difficult Tracked SCAA or
and untracked OAS Indirect | activity Leader | SV Activity Plan|| Nominee set_ .
. Scouts Stage 6 | (Remot - 30km - ; VET Units available
terrain Vi Non-Alpine N High Risk SISOBWG002
Up to Grade 4 enturers and eor on Approva
(Ref to Def) Rovers above Shado alpine and SISOBWG004
wing) remote Disputes SISOBWG006
areas SISOFLDO07
SCAA or
Nominee
Alpine All Sections | OAS Direct Activity Leader 3 nights Activity Plan | GL Advanced Bushwalking
conditions Stage 6 Alpine and over | Approval Alpine Couse
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