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Commercial Activities Policy – External 

Providers 

Includes non AA activities /onsite/off site 

1. Defined terms 

Please refer to the Glossary to TOPS for definitions of key terms and concepts used 

throughout this document. Terms in italics are defined in the Glossary. 

2. Commercially run activities 

A commercially run activity is any service provided to Scouts Tasmania by an external 

provider (the commercial activity provider) in exchange for payment or on a come and try 

basis i.e. no charge. 

 

The purpose of this policy is to provide assistance to members in deciding whether or not 

to participate in any particular commercially run activity. Members must be aware that 

commercially run activities are not controlled by Scouts Tasmania. Some types of 

commercially run activities are inherently hazardous and can potentially cause serious 

injury. Although the provider is responsible for safely running the activity, the 

responsibility for the choice of activity, choice of commercial activity provider and care of 

members, ultimately lies with Scouts Tasmania. 

These guidelines apply to all scouting activities:  

a) run by persons or organisations outside of Scouts Tasmania; and 

b) where the activity or event is provided for a fee; and 

c) where there is a measurable risk to participants. 

Only the Chief Commissioner or a delegate may decide whether any activity is not 

subject to these guidelines.  

Where a commercially run activity is a part of the Outdoor Adventure Skills program, the 

requirements that are common to planning and conducting any type of adventurous 

activity are covered in the Adventurous Activities Policy and must be followed.  

3. Roles and responsibilities  

These remain the same as laid out in the Adventurous Activities Policy. 

4. Conduct of activities 

In addition to the requirements of the  Adventurous Activities Policy, the following 

additional requirements apply to all commercially run activities: 

• The safe management of commercially run activities is the responsibility of the 

commercial activity provider.  

• The management of members of Scouts Tasmania remains the responsibility of 

Leaders. 

• All commercial activity providers must provide a COC (Certificate of Currency for 

insurance) to Scouts Tasmania. 

https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Glossary.pdf
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Adventurous-Activities.pdf
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Adventurous-Activities.pdf
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• All commercially run activities MUST meet Scouts Australia child safety policies – 

e.g. if involved in a scouting activity where they will have contact with youth 

members (such as cooks at an event), operators must have a WWVP. If this is not 

possible, supervision of the commercial activity provider is required at all times. 

• Activities listed as prohibited activities cannot be run for or on behalf of 

Scouts Tasmania. 

• Indemnity Forms: Where possible indemnity forms should be completed and 

signed by parents however, where an activity is part of the Youth Program and 

parents/guardians have consented to the activity, the Leader may complete the 

Indemnity form on behalf of Scouts Tasmania as being responsible for the activity. 

5.  Equipment 

Equipment should be supplied by the commercial activity provider. Scout equipment may 

be used at the commercial activity provider’s discretion and/or with prior arrangement. 

6. Ratios and party size 

A commercial activity provider may require a maximum and/or minimum party size for 

the purposes of a commercially run activity.  However, any ratio used for a commercially 

run activity must meet the minimum ratio requirements of Scouts Tasmania and be 

informed by the risk assessment for the activity. All activities must be supervised by a 

Leader with a Certificate of Proficiency. For information about ratios see: 

• Adventurous activities TOPs – Ratios and Party size. 

• Youth Membership and Sectional Information. 

7. Incidents  

Leaders must report any incident that occurs as a result of a commercially run activity or 

is related to the condition of commercial property, to both the commercial activity 

provider and Scouts Tasmania. 

 

Related policies and resources: 

• Scouts Australia Policy and Rules  

• Scouts Australia Child Protection Policy 

• Child Safe Policy and Procedures 

• Adventurous Activities Policy 

• Consent and Approval for Scouting Activities 

• Youth Membership and Sectional Information 
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