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Adult Recognition Awards

1. Defined terms

Please refer to the Glossary to TOPS for definitions of key terms and concepts used
throughout this document. Terms in italics are defined in the Glossary.

2. General information

Scouts Tasmania recognises the importance of recognising the unpaid work of
volunteers across the organisation, both uniform and non-uniform volunteers.

Details of awards and decorations which may be made to uniformed and non-
uniformed members of the Movement are outlined in Section R.13 of Policy & Rules.

Any of these awards may be initiated by individuals, Scout Groups, Districts or
Branch on the appropriate forms which are available from State Office. Any member
of Scouts Tasmania may complete an application for an Award for any member of the
Association.

All Adult Recognition Award applications must use the appropriate National Adult
Recognition Award form.

3. Award process
The Chief Commissioner will delegate to the State Commissioner, Adult Support to
establish an Awards Committee with ideally a minimum of five members, including
the Chair. The State Commissioner, Adult Support will chair the Awards Committee
and appoint members of the committee, with one from each region being the ideal,
and a Rover.

All nominations for Awards must be lodged by 31 December each year using the
National Nomination Form (which is updated each year) and emailed to
awards@tas.scouts.com.au.

The Awards Committee will make recommendations for Awards to the Chief
Commissioner by 20 February ready for presentation at Scouts Tasmania’s Annual
General Meeting (the AGM).

The Awards Committee will also make recommendations for Life Membership to The
Chief Commissioner for approval/endorsement of Branch Council. Life Memberships
will also be presented at the following AGM.

All recommendations approved by the Chief Commissioner will be forwarded, where
required, to National Office by the end of February of the year in which they are to be
presented, in accordance with the Scouts Australia policy on Adult Recognition
Awards.

4. Chief Commissioners Achievement Certificate

This Award, which may be awarded to Leaders and supporters of Scouting and
Groups, recognises significant service to Scouts Tasmania that is not specifically
recognised by another award.

Page 2 | Adult Recognition Awards | Version 1 |1 July 2025


https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Glossary.pdf
https://scouts.com.au/members/key-resources/
https://scouts.com.au/blog/2023/10/30/adult-recognition-award-nominations-2024/
https://scouts.com.au/blog/2023/10/30/adult-recognition-award-nominations-2024/
https://scouts.com.au/blog/2023/10/30/adult-recognition-award-nominations-2024/
mailto:awards@tas.scouts.com.au

Scouts Tasmania Tasmanian Organisation and Procedures

This Award is made by the Chief Commissioner. Any member of Scouts Tasmania
can put forward nominations of suitable candidates at any time. Awards will be
presented at a time convenient to recipients but may be presented at the AGM.

The process is that nominations are sent for review to the Awards Committee then
recommended, where appropriate, for approval by the Chief Commissioner.

5. Chief Commissioner’s Award

The Chief Commissioner may grant a Special Award for services to Scouts Tasmania
that are outside of the Adult Recognition Award process.

This Award may be awarded to Leaders and supporters of Scouting who undertake a
project, role or activity that makes a major and outstanding contribution to Scouts
Tasmania that is not specifically recognised by another Award.

The process is the same as for the Chief Commissioner’s Certificate.

6. Life Membership

Life Membership may be conferred upon uniformed and non-uniformed members of
Scouts Tasmania who have served a minimum of 25 years and have done so beyond
the expectations of a member of Scouts Tasmania. This may include taking on
additional responsibilities, being a Leader of excellent quality or providing a program
to youth members which is outstanding over a considerable period. A
recommendation letter will require detailed information of that service.

While there is no limit to the number of Life Memberships that can be awarded in any
one year, it is important to remember that this is awarded for excellence and not
years of service. Once presented, the name/s of the recipient/s will be recorded on
the Life members Board.

7. Rover Scout Awards

Where Rover Scouts also have a Leader role, they are entitled to be recognised with
the Adult Recognition Awards, as appropriate.

Where Rover Scouts have provided service beyond what is expected, then a Rover
Scout Award may be awarded with nominations to be approved by TBRC and
forwarded to the Awards Committee for endorsement.

8. Wearing of Adult Recognition Awards
The wearing of the cloth emblem and the formal medallion (Adult Recognition Awards

worn around the neck) by members is to be in accordance with Scouts Australia’s
Adult Uniform Standards.

Adult Recognition Award medallions worn around the neck are a part of the formal
Scout uniform and recipients are encouraged to wear them on appropriate occasions
such as Scout AGMs or at a function where the Governor is present. The cloth
emblem is part of the uniform.

It is not appropriate to wear the medallions at youth focussed activities.
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9. Years of Service
A recognition letter from the Chief Commissioner should be sent after the first twelve
months, and then a badge and certificate after two years, then five years and every
following five years. These should be presented by the District Commissioner or a
State Commissioner, recognising the service given.

All Years of Service Awards of 20 years and greater may be presented at the AGM.

Related policies and resources:

e Scouts Australia Policy and Rules

e Scouts Australia Adult Uniform Standards
e Adult Membership Policy
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